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drawing some nourishment from such an atmosphere."1
Studies stopped, however, when the young and beautiful
Austrian Archduchess Marie Antoinette, daughter of Maria
Theresa, passed through Strasbourg on her way to be married
to the Dauphin, afterwards Louis XVI. The university had a
whole succession of holidays for the occasion. Goethe had a
good view of the Archduchess, and noted her " beautiful lofty
mien, as cheerful as it was imposing," as she drove through
the streets with her women, in a glass carriage.
Goethe said that the medical faculty at the University out-
shone all others. Yet Strasbourg had a great faculty in inter-
national law and diplomacy  at that time, represented by
Christophe Guillaume de Koch, whose lectures were a regular
school for young diplomatists.   Koch was born in 1737 at
Buchswiller, the town of a district belonging to Hesse-Darm-
stadt, but enclave in Alsace. He was educated in the excellent
Gymnasium of Buchswiller, and passed on from there to the
University of Strasbourg.  For years he devoted himself to
law, and to ' diplomatic'—that is, the art of deciphering and
dating ancient manuscripts. He made a name for high scholar-
ship in this study, and published some important works. In
time, however, the claims of international law and diplomacy
(the conduct of international relations) overcame his other
interests. Students came out of France and Germany to attend
his classes, and to learn the technique of statesmanship.  A
Protestant, of simple life, serene disposition, with a passion
for public service, Koch was an ideal educator of young men
who were going to enter political life. From about 1780, when
he became Professor of Public Law at Strasbourg, down to
the French Revolution Koch's * school of diplomatists * was
famous throughout Western and Central Europe. Metternich,
Talleyrand, Benjamin Constant, Montgelas (the Bavarian states-
man), were among his pupils. He represented Alsace in some
of the legislative assemblies  of the  French Revolutionary
Governments, but settled down again with feelings of relief
in his professorship at Strasbourg in 1795. He died in 1813,
1 Dicktung vnd Wakrheit, Book IX.

